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ROLL OF WORSH I PFU L MASTE RS,

ARK LODGE, No. 347, FROM

OF NOAH'S

1815.

.I

181-.)
1816
1817
1818
1819
1820
18z,
1822
1823
18q
18z'.)
18z6

18z7
]828

I8z9
18.10
1831

1832
1833
I83.f
183S
]836
1837
18.18
1839
1840
184[
1842
1843
]8H
18.f5
1846
18+7
]848

]8.f9

18so
]8.)1
,852
1853
18.).f
1H5,o;

1856
18.)7
JHSR

18.)C)
,860
]86,
IRli2

1863
]864

186.)

Hope \\'oou.
Hope \Vood.
Hope \Vood.
Hope Wood.
Thomas An.,low.
Hope Wood.
Hope \\'ood.
Hope Wood.
lIope Wood.
Hope \\'oou
Hope Wood.
Thomas Anslow.
Hope \Vood.
11ope Wood.
Georg-e Hilton.
John Evans.
Geoq;-e Burch.
\\'illiam Nag-ingt"n.
George Hilton.
Geoq;-e Hilton.
\Villiam :\'ag-ington.
Paul Law.
Edwanl Bickerton \\'hitehead.
Joseph Spencer.
Lyons Levy.
Thonul'" Lewi~.
lames Bromic)'.
lames Hromley.
Titus Thompson.
Titus Thompson.
Ed ward Ing-Ie.
Thnnla ... Lewis.
\\'illiam :\'aKington.
j"hn Fox \\·amer.
John O. Breltel!.
Chades L,'ster.
\\'illiam Hobbins.
\\'illiam Hohbins.
John Fox \\'amer.
john Fox \\'arner.
Rev. Eu\\'ard H. A. GwynIH>.
William H owells.
Ed\\'ard Silvers Cre"""'l!.
GeorKe :\1. \raring.
\\'illiam Lees l'nderhil!.
Tholnas \Vaterhouse.
David I'eacoek.
Thomas \\'alton.
" ••orge \\'hileh ••ad.
Philip Partridg" Bak,'r.
Char!"s Round.

1861i \\'illiam Pureel!.
1867 Edwin Hooper.
,868 Rev. Benjamin \\·illmore.
186q Re,. Benjamin \Villmore,
/870 Alfred Caddiek,
1871 George:\1. \\'aring.
]8F Thomas Stamford.
1873 Rev. Samuel Thomas '1'ozer.
1874 Rev. Samuel Thomas '1'ozel".
]87S joseph Round.
1876 Rev. James Seddon .
]8n Charles Edward Smith.
1878 George Barklam.
187C) Cl'ol-ge 1\1. Waring.
18:<0 .lames Powell,
]88, joseph Round.
,882 Daniel Round.
.883 Thom"s Beach.
]884 Charles Round.
1885 \\'illiam Bro\\'n.
1886 Frcderick Augustus jones.
1887 joseph \\'hitworth.
1888 Joseph Collins.
.88C) Edward Hohbins Smith.
1890 John I\Jills
]8')1 Alexander Smith.
]892 \rilliam Henry Smith.
18')3 Edwanl Waiter Smith.
]894 George Bott.
1895 \\'illiam Henn' Fellowes.
18')6 Richard ;\lason.
1897 Henry \\"illiam Jabal [Ill'e.
]898 James Passfield.
,8y') \\'alter Hamhlet!.
1900 Thomas Edgar Waring.
[gol John Vincent \Vehster.
'902 Gl'orge \\'il1ialll Bntler.
1')03 John Rrown.
1904 \Villiam Georl-;'c Cnmlllinl-;'s,
19°.1 Henry Smith.
1906 \\'il1ialll Henry Jukes,
1907 HoraCl' Scotthorn Georg-e,
1908 Henr\, Alfred Halllmond.
'')09 .rame~ Shenton.
'910 Georgl> \\'illiam \\'aring.
1')[ I Luke R. 1'a\'lor.
IC)IZ John ))al1o":.
'913' .lames Edward Rowley,
'9'4 ,hthnr Richa,'cl Banks.
'C)'.' john \\·hitworth .
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WOR. BRO. JOSEPH WHITWORTH. P.P.G.S.D.
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Places of Meeting.

1815 .

.. Red Cow," Dudley Street, Wolverhampton.

1816 .

.. Noah's Ark," Lichfie1d Street, olverhampton.

1819 .

.. Golden Lion," Salop Street, Wolverhampton.

1828 .

.. Kings Arms" Inn, Swan Bank, Bilston.

1848 .

.. Waggon and Horses Inn, BIlston.

1853.

"l'.'avigation Inn," Park Lane, Tipton.

1870.

" Waggon and Horses" Inn, Dud1ey Road, Tipton.

1880 .

.. Star" Hotel, B1oomfield, Tipton.

1893 .

.. Waggon and Horses" Inn, Great Bridge, Tipton.

1910.

l\1asonic Hall, Royal Oak Hotel, Dudley Port, Tipton.
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PRESENT PAST MASTERS OF NOAK'S ARK LODGE,

No. 347.

Pllst ;\Illsters.

W. Bra. W~[. Bnow:;,. P.P.G.SnPT.W.

W. Bra.JOREI'Il'YHlTwoRTIl,P.P.G.D.

W.

Bro.GEOROEBOTT,P.P.D.G D.e.

w.

Bro.RICHARDMARON,P.l'.G.SwJ).B ...

W.

131'0.'VA1,TEllHA)lBLETT.P.PG.D...
W.

BroTHOS.E.'V.\IU"O.P.l'.G.SWO. B.

W.

Bro.J.V.'VEllRT1.:R.P. P.G.ST'PT. W.

W. Bro. GEO 'V. Bt"rLER. P.P.G.D.

W. Bro. JOIl:\' BHOW:;'. 1'P.G.0 ...

W. B,o. HE:;'RY S"lTll, P.P.G.D.

W. Bro. W~T. H. JUKES, P.P.G.O.

"'. Bro. HOHACE S. GI':OI\OI':,Pro\'. D.G.D.e.

W. 131'0. H. A. HA~D10:;'D, Pro\'. G.Std. "

'V. 131'0.• T"lES 8IlE:;'TO:;'. Pra\'. G 8'1'1>.

W. Bra. G. W. WAm:;,o

W. 131'0. L. B. TAYT.OI\

W. Bm.. 1. DA1.WII' •.

W. Bro .1. E. now,,~,\'

W. Bro . .-\. H. H\""s. Pro\'. n.RI'D .. 1.1'.:\1.

I L

Year Installed.

188"

1887

1894

1896

1899

1<)05

1<)06

19°7

J<)08

19°9

IIJIO

J91I

1912
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A Few Iterns of Interest.

On a petition being presented to the Grand Lodge of England by Bros.
Hope Wood, James Smith, William Briscoe, Henry Harris, Thomas Anslow,
Benjamin Call, James Hobbin, and others, all residing at Wolverhampton,
a Warrant for a new Lodge to be called the Noah's Ark Lodge, was
granted, bearing date November 27th, 1815, and numbered 668 on the
Register of the Grand Lodge of England, appointing

Bro. HOPE \VOOD, \V.M.
Bw. JAl\IRS SMITH, S.\V.
Bro. WILJ.IAM BIUSCOE, J.W.

for the opening and holding of the Lodge.

EARLY PLACES OF MEETING.

181>-.-Red Cow Inn, Dudley Street, Wolverhampton.
I8r6,--The Noak's Ark Inn, Lichfield Street, Wolverhampton.
r819.-The Golden Lion Inn, Salop Street, Wolverhampton.
1828.-King's Arms Inn, Bilston.

The first minutes we have any record of commence with Noah's Ark
Lodge, No. 668, held at the King's Arms Inn, Bilston, June 30th, 1828.
Wor. Master Hope Wood in the Chair with proper Officers present; also
Bros. Wylde, Fenn and Giles. Messrs. George Burch, E. B. Whitehead
and Michael Goodall were proposed by Bro. Wood, and seconded by Bro.
Giles, were ballot€'d for and duly elected, and initiated into the first degree
of Masonry. Thomas Bowen, of Bilston, Brass Founder, was duly proposed
by Bro. George Burch and seconded by Bro. Wood, when on a show of
hands it was unanimously {;arried that he should be initiated on the next
Lodge night. There were present at this meeting, as visiting Brothers,
John Evans, of Faithful Lodge, No. 680, Bro. George Hi1ton, Lodge No.
555. and Bro. William McNaughton, of Lodge No. - It was also
proposed by Bro. \Vood that these visiting brethren become members of
this Lodge, and. unanimously carried and agreed to by the visiting brethren.

31st December, 1828. The Lodge was held at 10 o'clock in the fore
noon to celebrate the Festival of St. John the Evangelist. Bro. George
Hilton was installed W.M. All business being concluded, the Lodge was
closed. The remainder of the day was spent with great pleasure and
conviviality and many philanthropic and Masonic Toasts and sentiments.
were drunk with the honours of Masonry. The Lodge expenses this night
were £4 6s. 6d. .

13th October, 1830' We received a letter from the Rt. Wor. Prov.
Gnmd Master, Earl Ferrers, stating that he should be at Bilston on the
Festival Day, the 30th October, at 1 o'clock, for the purpose of selecting
Grand Officers for the County of Stafford.

It was customary at this time to advertise the Meetings of Prov. G.
Lodge. The following is a copy from Aris's Birmin!lham Gazette, of
25th Qctober, 1830'

15

'"

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



l\IASON IC.

The Right Honourable Earl Ferrers, Provincial Grand l\Iaster for the
County of Stafford. intends holding a Provincial Grand Lodge,
at the King's Arm's Inn, Bilston, on Saturday, the 30th day of
October, at 1 o'clock, to which all brothers are respectfully
invited.
Dinner on the table at 4 o'clock.

JOH~ DEAN,

Secretary to the Noah's Ark Lodge, No. 668, Bilston October 18th, 1830'

30th October, 1830' Noak's Ark Lodge, No. 668, held at the King's
Arms Inn. Bilston, by command of the Rt. Hon. Earl Ferrers, Prov.
Grand Master for the County of Stafford, for the purpose of appointing
Prov. Grand Officers for the said COUllty, the R. W. Prllv. Grand Master
in the Chair, with Pruv.G. Officers for the CoulIty of Warwick attending.
The Lodge was opened in form and with solemn prayer, Bro. John
Tomkys, JtllH. was appointed Prov.G. Sec., and Bro. John Dean, Junr.
was appointed Prov.G. Treasurer after a ballot. it being carried in the
affirmative. They were both members of our Lodge, There were 14
visiting brethren present from Dudley, Stafford and Birmingham. All
business being concluded, the Lodge was closed in due time and perfect
harmony. and with a blessing. The remainder of the day was spent in
a very friendly and convivial manner, and many Masonic and appropriate
Toasts were drank with honours to the Craft. and his Lordship spoke in
the highest terms of the dinner and wines supplied by Miss Tomkys.
All the brothers separated, highly gratified with his Lordship's affability
and the good entertainment they met with on this interesting occasion.

This is the first record we have of the Provincial Grand Meeting
being held in connection with our Lodge,

7th October, 1831. On this date the Provincial Grand Lodge was
held again in our Lodge Rooms, the King's Arms Inn, Bilston, by the
R. W.P.G.M., Earl Ferrers. Bro. L. N. Torre, D.P.G.M. for Warwickshire
was present. It is to be regretted that the Minutes of this Prov.G.L.
Meeting were never entered up, although space in the Mlt1ute Book is
left for them.

14th Novem ber, 183I. It was unanimously agreed that the sum of
£1 IS. od. should be paid for wine sent to Bro. John Hilton, who had
been ill for 12 months, without making any claim on the Lodge. It was
the usual practice of the Lodge at this time to send \iV'ineto the Brethren
if they were ill.

12th December, 1831. It was agreed by the Brethren that the usual
St. J oho's Feast be omitted this year, owing to their having had an extra
feast and many other unexpected expenses during the past year. This
extra feast would be the meeting of Prav. Grand I.odge on the 7th October.

21st August, 1832. A Lodf{e of Emergency was held at the Fighting
Cocks Inn, GoldtborII Hill, near Wolverhampton, in consequence of the
alarming sickness prevailing at Hilston, and to propose a donation from
the Lodge Funds towards the relief of those poor persons who were, or
may be, affected with Cholera. The sum of £5 from the Lodge Funds
was given.
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nth February, 1833. The sum of £5 was gi"en to Bro Hope Wood,
our first \V.M.• to enable him to purchase tools and stock to carry on his
business as a tin-plate worker. On this date the number of our Lodge
was altered from 668 to 435.

5th August. 1833' Bro. Cheshire. the Treasurer of the Lodge gave a
note of hand for the funds of the Lodge, £20, in his possession, and paid
4 ro interest on the amount

qth July. 18.H' A petition was signed for a Warrant for a new
Lodge at Wolverhampton, to be called the St. Peter's Lodge.

9th March, 1835' It was carried unallimously that two Chairs should
be made for the Sellior and Junior \Vardells, These are iu present use.

Hth May. 1837. The stun of £2 was sent towards a memorial to be
presented to the Most Worshipful Grand Master, His H.oyal Highness
the Duke of Sussex, as a tribute of respect for his unwearied exertions
to promote the good of Masonry throughout the KingdollJ.

9th October, 1837' A petitIOn of thanks and condolellce was forwarded
to the Rt. Hon. Earl Ferrers. late Prov.G.M. for Staffordshire. thanking him
for the valuable services he had rendered to the craft and expressillg
deep regret that ill-health should incapacitate him from dischargillg
those duties which he had so 'hollourably discharged for a series of
years. and which they felt satisfied nothing but old age and infirmity,
which the Great Architect of the Universe in His great dispensation
will cause to all, would cause our faithful Brother to decline the high
office he had held with such credit to himself and benefit to the Craft.
This petition was signed by the Brethren in open Lodge.

12th November. 1838. Bro. George Hilton was made an honorar)
member of the Lodge for having rendered great and valuable serdces to
thiS Lodge in particular and the Graft in general.

3rd April. r840. There are no minutes from this time until the r rth
June, r841, when Bro. James Bromley was installed \V.M. in the place of our
W.M., Bro. Thomas Le,vis, who had left this country. There are no
records from this time until the 9th October, r843' there being only II
members of the Lodge. and regret was expressed to the Grand Lodge
that for the want of funds" e were unable to subscribe to the Schools, but
hoped our members might increase and enable the Lodge to resume its
former position.

17th October, 1844' The Lodge decided to purchase PI'/'.~t(III'"
"Illustrations of Masonry" for the use of the Lodge, and to be kept in
the Lodge for the exclusive use of its purposes. The cost was 8 -.

17th April. r845' A circular from the Royal ~rasonic Bene"o1ent
Annuity Fund was read showing the Lodge was entitled to 20 ,·otes.

14th Ma). 1H.t6. Bro Geo. Hilton was presented by the Lodge \\'Ith
a Pro"incial Apron.

8th July, [Rn. The D.P.G.l\J, Bro. H. C. Vernon was introduced
111 due form and took the Chair. He stated that this Lodge ought to and
must have bye-laws. and advised the Longe to take in the" Free ~Iason's
Quarterly Review". This is the first record of a visit b,· Bro. H. C.
Vernon. n P.G. \I
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12th June, 1848. It was resolved that
to the \Vaggon and Horses Inn, Bilston

the King's Arms Inll, Bi15toll.

the Lodge should be removed
This was the last meeting at

22nd August, 1848. First Meetiug at the Waggon and Horses Inn.
Bilson; the D.P.G.:\1. highly approving of the removal of the Lodge to
this Place.

12th December, 1848. It was proposed and carried that the following
Officers neglecting to attend the Lodge, sending a snbstitute, or giving
the \V.M. one day's notice of the same, shall be subjected to the following
fines: --the W. M. and \Vardens 2/0 each; Deacons and Secretary 2/- each;
Inner and Outer Guard 1/- each.

16th July, 1849' In consequence of the prevalence of Cholera to an
alarming extent in Bilston and neighbourllOod, no Lodge was held from
this date until November 13th

loth September, 1850 On account of the continued non-attendance
of the Officers and Brethren of this Lodge, it was proposed and carried
that the Lodge be discontinued, the \Varrant gi\'en up to Grand Lodge,
and the Lodge Furniture sold tu meet the expenses, and that e\'ery Brother
have due notice of the above proposition in the next regular SUlllmons, so
that the opillion of the Brethren of the Lodge may be takell upr)J\ so
important a subject.

8th October, [850' It was proposed and carried that the proposition
at the last meeting, in reference to the returning of the Warrant to Grand
Lodge, should be null anct void, as several of the Brethren had promised
to attend the Lodge, and wOllld promote its prosperity as far as possible.

[Ith March, 185[' No Lodge could he held on this date ill con
sequence of the non-attendance of the W.!',,!., J.\V., Sec\'. and Deacons of
the Lodge. Present: Bro. Nagington P.l\I., J. Fox \\'arner, P.M.,
Cooper, S.\V., and Bro. \Vlight, Tyler. The total number of members at
this time was only 8.

30th August, 1853' Fir~t Meeting at the Navigation Hotel, Park
Laue, Tipton.

31st January, 1854. The Lodge, after this date, COlIImenced to meet
on the third Friday in each month, and has c,>ntinued to do so since.

16th February, 1855' The R.W.P.G.M., Col. Vernon, and Bro. John
Fox \Yarner, P.I\I., were elected Hon. Members of the Lodge. Bro Sol.
Powell presented a handsome Poinard.

r8th JannatT. [356. A petition to the Gmncl Lodge was read praying
for the establishment and consecration of <I new Lodge at West Brom
wich, to be called the Dartl110nth Lodge. It was signeo by the P.:\l.'s
and Officers who were melI1bel'S of Grand Lodge The R. \V. P.G. ~I., Bm.
Lieut.·Col. Vernun, was present and l'ongratnlated the Secretary, Bro.
George \\'hiteheao, upon the neat and excellent appearance of the Jvlillnte
Book, and,. in token thereof, recorded his name therein.

[S
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15th April, 1864' The charge for suppers wa<; rai<;ed from r/9 to 2/6
per head, but those who drank Brandy were to pay for it out of tht-ir
own pockets.

18th March, 1870. First regular meeting held at the Waggon and
Horses Inn, Dudley Road, Tipton.

19th ~Iay, 187 r. An Alms Fund was founded-the box taken round
and 12 - subscribed.

20th April, 1877. The sum of £5 Ss. was contributed from the Alms
Fund to the Shrewsbury Presentation Fund for the Royal Masonic
Institution for Boys.

18th May, 1877. The W.M. referred to the lamented death of the
H. \V.P.G.M., The Earl of Shrewsbury, and moved that a vote of con
dolence and sympathy be sent to the Countess of Shrewsbury and family
III their bereavement.

17th January. IH79 The W.l\1., Bro. G. M. Waring, proposed that
a suitable Tablet be prO\·ided at the expense of the Lodge (similar to the
one at St. Matthew's. \\'alsall, No. 539) recording the name of each
\\'.:\1., and the year he held the Office. fram the time the Loc1g-e came
to Tipton (or even from the date of the Warrant of Lodge. if a tme
record can be obtained from the uld ;\1inute Books) down to the presen t
time and for succeeding years, and that a Committee. consisting of the
W.M .. P.M.'s and Officers of the Lod~e be formed to 111ake arrallge
ments and give orders for the same, which was seconded by Bro Charles
Round, P.M., and supP'lrted by Bra. 'rozer, P.I\1., and carried unani
mously.

A Tablet was prO\'ided and a Roll of \Vor. Masters obtained from
the ;\Iinute Books of the Lodge. They commence with the name uf
Bro. John Fox Warner, W.l\I, 1853. None prior to that date could
be fonnd.

19th December, 1879 The SI1111of £10 lOS. was gi,'en from the
Funds of the Lodge to the Royal Institution for Girls, the money being
sent to the 'vV.D.P.G.l\l., Bro. G. S. Tudor, on the occasion of his acting
as Steward at the forthcoming festival.

17th September, 1880. First meeting at the Star lIotel, Bloomfield,
Tipton.

18th February, 1881. A letter was read from the Grand Sec .. an
nouncing the appointment b) the :\Iost Wor. G.M., of Bro. Geo. Single·
ton Tudor. as Prov. G.I\I. for Staffordshire. A vute of congratulation was
sent to Bro Tudor.

20th January. 1882. Bro. G. \Valton \Valker, J.W., No. 1838, paid us
a visit.

r6th June, 1882. The annual subscription to the Lodge was raised
from £T 10S. od. to £2 2S. od.

r8th January, 1884. The initiation fees were raised from £5 Ss. od.
to £7 7s. od., and the joining fee froll1 15 - to £2 2S. od.
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r8th April. 1884· The Lodge went into mourning for three months
on account of the lamentable death of Bra. His Royal HIghness Prince
Leopold, Duke of Albany, Knight of the Garter.

J8th ~rarch, r887· Bra Thomas Spencer. \V.M., of Dartmouth Lodge,
No. 662. \Yest Bromwich, applied for the loan of three Chairs and Antique
Ga\'il for the use of the Prov.G. Lodge to be held at \Vest Bromwich, on
the r7th May next, which the Lodge unanimously agreed to grant. The
D.P.G.l\I., Bra Foster Gough was present and thanked the Lodge for
granting them the loan of the Chairs and Gavil to Pru\·.G. Lodge.

19th September, 1890' A vote of condolence and sympathy with Lady
C'arnarvon, in consequence of the lamented death of the Rt. Hon. The
Earl of Carnarvon, M.W.Pro.G.M .• and Prav.G.M. for Somerset, was
unanimously adopted, and the Secretary was directed to communicate the
re,;olution to Her Ladyship.

19th Febrnary, 1892. A vote of condolence was passed with His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales. Most Wor. Grand Master, (England.) on the
death of his son, the Duke of Clarence and Avondale, K.G., also a letter
of condolence to the family of our late P.G.;"I, Col. Foster Gough, deeply
deploring the great loss the Province has sustained by his sudden death.

17th February, [893 First meeting at the Waggon and Horses Hotel,
Great Bridge, Tipton.

[9th 1\Iay, r893' The sum of £2 2S. od. was voted as a donation to
the Orphan Asylum. \\'ol\'erhampton, which is now known as the Royal
Urphanage. Since this date we have g-i\'en the sum of £r2..j. r9s od. to
thiS excellent Institution, which is doing such guod work, in addition to
this, nearly every member of the Lodge is an annual subscnber.

20th April, r89-+' The \V.M., on behalf of the members, presented to
Wor. Bro. G M. Waring a loving Cup, as a memento of the completion
of his 40th year as a Mason and a member of Noah's Ark Lodge.

June 5th, 1894' The Rt. Hon. The Earl of Dartmouth installed Rt.
Wor. Prov. Grand Master at the Annual Meeting of Prov. Grand Lodge,
held at the Drill Hall, Wolverhampton. There were at this time 31
Lodges and 1,518 members in the Province. In this our Centenary year
(19[5) there are 36 Lodges and r909 members, exclusive: of the members
of Foster Gough Lodge.

20th May, r898. Congratulations were sent to Wor. Bro. Lieut.,Col.
G. Walton Walker. on his appointment to the hononrable position as
D.P.G.M. of Staffordshire.

20th January, 1899, The sum of ten guineas was given to the
Anniversary Festival of the Royal ~Iasonic Benevolent Institution, of
which the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Dartmouth had accepted the Stewardship.
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16th February, 1900. The sum of ten guineas \\'a~ voted from the
Lodge Funds to the Royal Masonic Institution for Girls, at the
annual Festival to be held in ~lay next, under the Presidency of the
Rt. Hon. the Earl of Dartmouth, P.G.M., Staff.-;. A letter was read from
the D.P.G.1\I.. Bro. Lieut.-Col. G. Walton Walker, thanking the Lodge for
the subscription sent to the Fund raised on behalf of the widow of the
late R. W. Bro. Col. G. Sin~leton Tudor. Bra. G. ~I. Waring. P.P.G.J. W.,
was elected an HOllorary member of the Lodge. £-1- 8s. 6d. was collected
from the Brethren and made up to ten guineas from the Lodge Funds,
and given to the l\lasonic Funds in South Africa.

21st December, 1900. It was unanimously resolved that the Lodge's
sincere and heartfelt sympathy he conveyed to the R.W.P.G.l\I., in the
loss he had sustained by the death of his mother, the late Dowager
Countess.

15th February. 1901. The Lodge expressed its deep sorrow at the
most melancholy event of the lamented dedth of her late Most Gracious
l\lajesty Queen Victoria. The \V.M. proposed a hearty vote of congratula
tion to our late ~I.\\'.G.M., King Edward the VII, on his accession to the
throne.

21f;t l\larch, 1902. The Lodge subscriptions were raised to £2 10S od.
per annum, payable half-yearly in advance; the fee for Initiation to ten
guineas, and the Joining fee to three guineas.

18th April, 1902. A most interesting event 111 the hi'ltory of the
Lodge took place this evening. The D.P.G.1\I.. Lieut.-Col. G. Walton
Walker, and 21 visiting Brethren were present. The D.P.G.1\I. presented
P.i\I's Jewels to q P.~I's of the Lodge, which had been readily and
willingly subscribed for by the Brethren. In making the presentntion,
the D.P.G.l\I. referred to the faithful and valuable services rend~red to the
Lodge by the 1'.1\I's and their appreciation by the Brethren. as was
shewn by the handsome and valuable Jewels they had handed to him to
present on their behalf.

18th December, 1903. A letter of condolence was sent to the family
of our late Bro. G. 1\1. Waring, P.P.G.J.W., who was Initiated in this
Lodge on the 12th June, 1853, and made an Hon. Member on the. r6th
February, '9°0, for his long and valuable services.

,6th June, 1<)05' A Circular was read from Prov G. Lodge, requesting
the members of the Lodge to attend the Ceremony of the laying of the
Foundation Stone of the I\ urses Home, the Hospital, \\' est Brom wich, bv
the R.\V.P.G.~I., the Earl of Dartmonth. with l\Iasonic Ceremonial, on
l\lonclay, the 10th July next. The sum of five guineas was voted to the
Home.

r 7th l\lay, 1<)07· The slim of 20 guineas was voted to the Royal
l\Iasonic Institution for Boys, for the endo\\'mellt of the S.\V.'s Chair.

16th Decemher. '910. First meeting- at the Royal Oak Hotel, Duclley
Port.

19th May, 19' r. The slim of £26 Ss. was voted to the Royal Orphan
age on opening the new wing.
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26th Febrtlary, H)I-J.. Wor. Bro. ]oseph Whitworth proposed that the
Lodge t~ke into consideration the question of inviting to Noah's Ark
Lodge the Prov. Grand Lodge for 1916, and also the question of making
appl ication to Grflnd Lodge for Centenary Warrant, seconded by Wor.
Bra. Richard Mason, and carried unanimously.

20th l\larch. 1914, Wor. Bro. ]oseph Whitworth proposed that the
Lodge petition the Grand Lodge of England to grant to this Lodge a
Centenary \Varrant on the 27th day of l\o\'ember, 1915, empowering the
mem bers thereof to wear a Centenary J ewe!, in con form ity wi th the
regulations of the Order, which was secouded and carried unanimously.
He also gave an excellent and iuteresting resume of the records of this
Lodge from its earliest period to the preseut, Bro.]. E. Rowley pro
p()~ed a hearty vote of thanks to \Vor. Bro. ]oseph Whitworth for the
ability and care he had given in collectiug the details for the Centenary
Petitioll, seconded by \Vor. Bro. Halllblett. aud carried unanimously.
The Secretary read a letter from the Prov. Grand Sec. acknowledging
the recei pt of a petition for Prov. Grand Lodge, to be held at Ti pton
in 1916.

'5th i\[ay, 'gq, The \\'or. i\Iaster announced that the Gnited Grand
Lodge of England had been pleased to grant to this Lodge a Centenary
\\'arrant.

15th I\Iay. 191+. On the proposItIOn of \\'or. Bra. \Valter Hambldt,
seconded by \Vor. Bra. George Butler and supported by se\'eral other
brethren, it was unanimolls1y resolved: That the 1I10st cordial thanks of
the \V.I\1.. P.l\I.'s, Wardens and Brethren of Noah's Ark Lodge. be
tendererl to \\'or. Rro. joseph Whitworth. P.P.G.S.D., P.:\1. Ko. 3+7, for
his succes~ful efforts in ohtaiuing the sanction of Grand Lodge to graut
a Ceutenary \Varrant to our Lvdge, No. 3+7.

18th September. [9I-J.. In accordauce with notice given, \Vor. Bro.
]oseph \\'hitworth, proposed that the sum of £3[ 'os. od. be granted from
the - Lodge fuuds in aid of the Prince of Wales' \Var Relief Funds,
secondedcb,' the \V.:\1., and carried unanimous!\', It was fmther resoh'ed
that a cheque be drawn forthwith and for\V~rded to the Prov. Graud
Lodge of Staffordshire.

28th Septem ber, 19 [5' A letter of s)'m pathy and coudoleuce was
sent to The Rt. Wor. P.G. l\laster; the Countess of Dartlllonth. and
their famil". on the death of Capt. The Hon. Gerald Leg-ge. who lost his
life while ou active service in the Gallipoli PClIiusllla. Although severely
wounded, he refllsed to leave his post anc! died there. playing the game
to the end, fighting and dying for tlw ho'nour of his King- and Country.
No one could haye done l11on~. ~rHY his soul and the souls of all such
bra\'e men finn peace and eternal rest.

28th September, 1')15'

A .Iidl 111S/0I)' of th. Loal;e hlls peen 1iIl'1t;ell by IVvr. Bra. joseplz WIlt/woyth,

P.P.C.S.V., lIud H,ill bc published dl/ril/g the pl'esm/ )'ear.
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Cen tenary Officers, 1915

Bro. JOIlK \VIII'I'WOHTH
W.:\L

Bro. AwrllUH OI,DHURY

H.W.

Bw. GEOBGE AnXOLD

...LW.

Bro. JOHN llnowK

..Chaplain

Bw. TllO)lAS E. WARING

..Treasurer

Bm. \VII.LLDI CHATT!.WAY

..Hecretary

Bro. GEOnGE A. T. LEGO

S.D.

Bl'o. THO)lAS DALLo\\' ..

.LD.

Uro. GEOHGJo: \\'I1,T,TA)l \r Am:>w

..D.C.

llro. LUKE B. TAYLOR

Asst. D.C.

Bro. GEonoE WILLLHI BUTI,ER

Almoner

Bro. \YIl,LIA)l H. JCK>:S

....Orga,nist

Bro. \VILT,IA)I 1. BASS,"TT

LG.

Bw. JA)lER \\'IlEELEIL.

..

1Bm. JOHN CIIILTON

....

Bro. JOHN DAT,I,O\\', JUNn.

j

Htewards

Bro. HOR.\CE \VII,LlDl PARRO~R

...,
Bro. JAB':~ JOIlKSON

.,
Bro. AHTIlI'R HICIlAHl)ROX

Tyler
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ROLL OF PRESENT MEMBERS OF NOAH'S ARK

LODGE, No. 347.

.James "'illiam Shenton 2'St ~Iay. '909
JI

.J,tm s Charles Dunn '7th Dec., ''.log

Augustus Edwin :\Iillichip 16th Sept., '9'0

John Thomns Collcy Hamblett 1'lth ~Jar., 19"

Hal'Old Brown .1 '7th ~['H., 19'1

William Llo~'iI 'sth Sept., '9'1

1.'l'tl1l1e.

William Brown ..

.10seph Whitworth

Alexander Smith ..

George Bott

Hichnrd ~Inson

Wnlter HnmhleU ..

.lames Paslield

Thomas Edgar Waring

.10hn Vincent Webster

Georgc William Butler

.10hn Brown

Henry Smith

Alfred Long

Homce Scotthorn GeOl'ge

Willi,tm Henry Jukes

Hobert Albert Prince

.10hn Dallow

Henry Alfred Hammond

Luke B. Taylor

.lames Shenton

George William W ••ring

J ••mes Edward Howley

Arthur Hiehanl Banks

John Whitworth ..

Arthnr Oldhur)'

George Arnold

William Whitehouse

Joseph Parkes

William Ch,tttaway

Harold Brindley ..

Date of
Initiation

or .Joinin!!.
'sth Feb., 1878

19th Xov .. ,880

20th April, 1883

Isth ~l:ty, 1885

19th April, 1886

18th Sept .. 189'

,8th Eept., 1891

20th ~[ay, ,89'

16th Dec., ,892

21St Apnl. 1893

21St April, ,893

15th Sept" 1893

21St Dec., d;9t

'5th Feb., 189.)

20lh Sept., 1895

_~<)th.lune, ,8<)6

.. ,Mh .1une, ,8g7

"1 18th Feb. 1898

17th June. 1898

2ISt Oct., 18g8

.8th Xov., 18g8

ISt Sept .. ,899

1st Sept., ,899

'7th Xov., 1899

21st June, '90'

20th Sept., 1901

.1 15th Xov., '901

16th ~Iay, 19J2

17th Oct., Ig02

19th .June, 1903

NnlHe.

.lames "'heeler

John Chiltoll

John Dallow, .Junr.

Horace William P,trSOns

Enoch Wheeler

.Jahez .Johnson

.Joshua Bailey

.Tames 'VaUaee Prince

Willi ••m Henry Yates

William Henry Xoek

Albert Edwnrd Bltssett

Benjm. W. F. Whittaker

Edward OliveI' Barker ..

Joseph Venetin Dewis

.10hn William Smith

Willinm Thomns Hale

Daniel ~Ieese

Samuel Aeheson

Charles Leonard Hodgetts

Henry Herbert Hieh,uds

E,lwnrd Hnlphs

Albert Bye

Frederick Everiss

Ditte of
Initi ••tion

or Joining.
2,st Oct .. '9°4

'7th Nov., '905

,8th May. 1906

'9th Oct., 1906

'5th ~Iar., 1907

'7th :\T,ty. '907

14th .June. 1907

,8th Oct., '907

20th ~Iar .. 1908

24th April. '908

'9th .June, '908

20th Xov .• '908

'7th Nov., 19'1

,81h Oct., 19'2

'sth Nov .• 1912

,Sth April. '9'3

.J 20th Feb., '9[4

20th Mar., '9q

'7th April, 19'4

'5th May, '9'4

ISth Sept., ''.Iq

20th ~ov., '9'4

George Alfred Townsend Legge ,8th Sept .. '903 John Pargeter

Thomas Dnllow .. ,8th :'ITar., 1<)04 William Edwnrd Hartland

Willillm Isaiah Bassett .. I.:;th April, 1904 Arthur Richnrdson (Tyler)

3°

'7th Sept., 1915

.1 ,6th Sept., 1910
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at the
Festival, 1915.

Programme of the Proceedings
Centenary Commemoration

1. At 3-15 p.m. the W.M., Officers and Brethren will take their respec
tive places in the Lodge 1{oOUl.

2. The Lodge will be opened in the 1st Degree.

3· The Director of Ceremonies will announce the Wor. D.P.G.Master of
Staffordshire; Col. G. Walton Walker, Grand Officers and Officers
attendinl{ will then enter the Lodge in procession. (The Brethren
will stand to Order).

4· The Wor. D.P.G.M. will take the Chair, and he and the Grand Officers
will be saluted.

5· All sing the Ma80nic National A.nthem:-

God save our Lord the King, Long may King George reign,
God save the King;

Send him victorious, Happy and glorious, Long to reign over us
God save the King.

Hail, mystic Light Divine, May'st Thou ne'er cease to shine,
Over this land;

\\1isdom in Thee we find, Beauty and strength combined, Masons
are ever joined

In heart and hand.

Come then, ye sons of Light, In joyous strains unite.
God save the King.

Long may King George reign. King of the azure main, Masons
resound the strain,

God save the King.

6. The Secretary will read the Summons convening the Meeting. also
the Dispensation to hold same.

7· Transact the Lodge business as per Circular.

8. Wor. Bro. Joseph Whitworth, P.M., P.P.G.D. will address the Brethren
and welcome the Visitors.

SJ. The W.M. will present the old Charter of the Lodge and the
Centenary Warrant to the Wor. D.P.G.Master for his inspection.

10. The Wor.D. P.G.Master will direct the Prov.G. Secretary to read
the Old Charter and the Centenary Warrant.

J I. The Wor.D.P.G.Master will congratulate the Lodge on its Centenary.

12. The Wor.D.P.G.Master will hand the Charter and Centenary Warrant
to the \\1.M., and direct the proceedings to be recorded in the
Minutes of the Lodge. .

13. The Wor.D.P.G.Master will invest the W.l\L and the Brethren with
their Centenary Jewels.
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q. The Wor.D.P.G.Master will then resign the Chair in favour of Wor.
Bro. ]oseph Whitworth, who will give a short history of the Lodge.

IS, \\'01'. Bro. ]oseph \\"hitworth will present to the Lodge a Tablet
containing the names of the 38 missing \Vor. Masters from the
date of the \Varrant, 1815, to the year 1853.

16. The Prov. G. Chaplain the Revd. C. H. Heather, M.A., will give a
short Oration.

17. The Brethren will all sing:-
o God, our help in ag-es past, ,.\ thousand ages in Thy sight,

Our hope for years to come, Are like an evening gone.
Our shelter from the stormy blast, Short as the watch that ends the night

And our Eternal home. Bef"re the rising sun.

Beneath the shadow "fThy Throne
Thy Saints have dwelt secure;

Sufficient is Thine ann alone,
And "ur defence is ",re.

Before the hills in order sto"d.
Or earth received Iwr frame,

Frmn everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.

Time, like an ever rolling stream,
Bears all its sons away;

They fly forgotten, as a dream
Dies at the opening day.

o God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come.

Be Thou our g-uard while troubles last,
And our Eternal home.

80 MOTE IT' BB.
[8. The Pro\'.G.Chaplain will offer up prayer:-

VO CHSAFE Thine aid, Almighty Father and Supreme Rulerof the Universe, to our present convention, and grant that all
the Brethren now assembled to praise Thee may so dedicate and
devote their lives to Thy service as to become more and more
true and faithful in the service of God and of man. Endue them
\\'i th a com petency of Thy Divine Wisdolll, that, assisted by the
secrets of ollr Masonic Art. they may the better be enabled to
unfold the beauties of true godlinc:ss to the honour and glory of
Thy Holy Name.

,0 MOTE IT UE.

WE supplicate the continllance of Thine aid, 0 Merciful Lorn,
on behalf of ourselves and all our lawful undertakings. MRy

Thine unseen presence be ever felt in all our Lodges. so that all
words and works therein may follow after Thy \Visdom, Thy Truth
and Thy Love. Esr>ecially we pray Thee of Thy mercy to behold
and to prosper our schools wherein we nurture and train the children
of our brethren who have passed away, and also all those our
brethren whose old age we strive to brighten and to sustain by the
charity that Thou dost inspire. May these and all our other works
begun in Thy Name be continued to Thy glory, and evermore
established by obedience to Thy precepts, 0 Thou that art the
Author and the Rewarder of our faith.

SO MOTH IT BR.

A LMIGHTY and Everliving God, Who hast taught us to make
prayers and supplications, and to give thanks, for all men; We

humbly beseech Thee most mercifully to receive these our prayers
which we offer unto Thy Divine Majesty; beseeching Thee to inspire
continually our Fraternity with the spirit of truth, unity and
concord. We beseech Thee also to save and defend Thy servant,
George, our King, Patron of the Craft, that under him we may be
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godly and quietly governed. Guide, uphold, and bless the :\Iost
Worshipful our Grand Master, Arthur, Duke of Connaught, the Pro
Grand Master and Deputy Grand Master, the Provincial Grand
Master and Deputy Provincial Grand Master of Staffordshire,
together with all other Provincial and District Grand Masters.
Guide also, Thou source of all Wisdom, all those who in Grand
Lodges bear rule, and especially in the Grand Lodge of England,
that their deliberations and conclusions may ever be worthy of the
respect and obedience of the Craft. And to all our brethren,
initiates, fellow-crafts, master masons and officers, gi,'e Thy Heavenly
Grace; and especially to this congregation here present; that with
meek heart and due reverence, aided by the principles and
reminded by the ritual of the Order, they may hear and receive
Thy Holy \\'onl, truly serving Thee in holllless and righteousness
all the days of their lire. And we most humbly beseech Thee of
Thy goodness, 0 Lord to comfort and succour all our brethren
wheresoever dispersed over the face of land or sea, who are distressed
by trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or allY other adversity, giving
them a speedy release, if it be Thy Will, from all their sufferings,
and, should they de3ire it, a safe return to their nath'e land. And
we also bless Thy Holy Name for all our brethren departed this
life in Thy faith and fear; beseeching Thee to give us grace so to
follow their good examples, that with them we may be united in The
Grand Lodge above and partakers of Thy Heavenly Kingdom.
Look upon them. Most High, for good, and give them rest where
the light of Thy countenance shines llpon them, so that both they
and we may continually lift our eyes to that bright !\Iorning Star
whose rising brings pf'ace and salvation to the faithful aud obedient
of the human race.

SO MOTE TT TW,

The Brethren will all join in saying:-

OUR. Father which art 111 Heaven; Hallowed be ThY Name: ThyKingdom come. Thy Will be doue in earth as it' is in Heaven,
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom,
the Power, and the Glory, for ever and ever.

SO "toT F: 1T 7l1~'

J 9. The Brethren will all sing:
Now thank we all ollr GOD.

\\'ith heart, and hands, and voices,
\\'ho wondrous thinKS hath done,

In \\'hom His world '·••.inices,
"'ho frolll Ollr l\lother's arms

Hath bless'd ns ()n Ollr way
\\'ith cmllltl ••ss gifts of kw":,

And still is ollrs to day,

o Illay this hOllntt'olls l;'1I1
Th,'ollgh all "lIr life bt' near us,

\\'it h ever joyful hl'arts
And bless"d ]Jt'ace to ciwe,' us :

And keep liS in His K"a,e,
.\nd gllide liS wht'n perplex"l,

And f"ee liS from all ills
In this '\"l,dd and th" next.

All pr"ise and thanks to G"D
Tht'" FATHEW:. now he ~i\·t"II.

The SON, and HDt \\'Ill) ""-'gns
\\'ith Them in Highest H"<I"'II,

The O:>E Ett'nJal GI)D,
""holll t'arth and Hea,,'n adllre,

For t l!us it was, io;;, now.
,-\nd sha 11 I", ,""ern",,'.,-,

i:)O MOTE 17' NB

\-,/
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20. A collection will be taken on behalf of the Tipton Nurses Home.

21. The Prov. G. Chaplain will give the Patriarchal Benediction :

The Lord bless and preserve thee;
The Lord make his face to shine upon thee,

And be gracious unto thee;
The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee,
And grant thee peace.

A71 rlwnt- n MOTE IT BE.

22. Wor. Bro. Joseph Whitworth will tender thanks to the War. D.P.G.M.,
and other Grand Officers and Visitors for their attendance.

23. The Brethren will stand to order while the War. D.P.G. Master and
the Visitors retire.

:?.j.. The \V.M. will close the Lodge.
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